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\  Jixcerpt  from  ‘^omolra  of  Prince  KONOYE 

On  the  afternoon  of  the  aane  day,  I'UTO,  the  Chief  of  tho 
Military  Affairs  Bureau,  came  to  the  Chief  Secretary  of  tho 
Cabinet,  and  said,  "somehow  or  other  it  seons  that  the  reason 
that  the  Premier  can  not  make  up  his  mind  due  to  the  fact. 

Thus,  of  tho  Navy  really  does  not  with  war  the  Army  also  ;Tiust  j 

think  about  it*  But  the  Navy  does  not  say  anything  openly  to 

I 

the  Army  and  only  says  that  ' it  will  leave  it  up  entirely  to  I 

the  Proiiitr*^  Just  to  say  that  it  will  bo  up  to  the  decision  I 

of  the  Premier  will  not  be  enongh  to  control  the  inner  oirolr.t 
of  the  Army*  But  if  the  Navy  will  openly  come  to  the  Army  and  j 

say  that  'The  Navy  at  this  time  does  not  wish  war,'  then  the  k 

r 

Army  can  easily  control  its  command*  I  wonder  if  you  can  not  j 

\ 

manage  it  so  that  the  ^'avy  will  come  and  say  something  along 
this  line**'  Thereupon,  the  Chief  Secretary  spolc  to  0K.i,  tho 
Chief  of  the  Wavy  Affairs  Bureau,  concoming  this  »nittor,  but 
all  that  the  latter  oould  say  was  this:  **as  far  as  tho  Navy 

J 

is  concerned,  no  matter  what  anyone  may  think,  for  it  to  day 

: 

that  it  does  not  wish  war  la  aomothlng  that  it  can  not  do  In 
any  formal  manner*  What  the  Wavy  can  say  is  that  'it  is  enti¬ 
rely  up  to  tho  decision  of  tho  Premier.''' 
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!Vg.ln  that  aano  nlsht,  SUZUM,  tl^e  PMsldont  of  tho  Oabinot  , 

Planning  Board,  000,0  to  my  homo  In  Oglkubo  ao  tho  meooengor  of  , 

tho  War  Mlnlstor.  Tho  War  mlnlator' s  moosogo  was  as  follows:  | 

"iccordlng  to  what  ro  havo  boon  oblo  to  dlsoovor  lately,  it  ! 

looks  as  If  tVo  "avy  does  not  wish  to  have  war.  If  this  Is  so, 
why  doss  not  the  Mavy  minister  clearly  say  so  to  me?  If  there 
were  any  clear  statements  to  me  fro;,  the  Navy  klnlstor  than  I 
too  would  have  to  reconsider  matters  Once  more.  But  It  look  os 
If  tho  Navy  minister  Is  making  tho  Premier  shoulder  the  entire 
responsibility.  This  Is  Indeed  a  matter  of  rogrot.  If  the 
Navy  can  not  make  up  Its  mind,  the  conforcace  on  Soptembor  6th  , 

In  tho  prssonco  of  the  Emperor  will  ha-o  been  fundamentally  ^ 

overturned,  -‘enco,  this  would  moan  that,  beginning  with  tho  '■ 

Premier,  the  Ministers  of  War  and  the  Navy  and  tho  Prosldont 
of  tho  Supremo  Command  all  did  not  sufficiently  perform  | 

their  responsibilities  as  advisors  to  the  throne.  Hence  I 
believe  that  there  Is  no  rthor  way  but  tliat  at  this  time  wo  all 
resign,  declare  Insolvent  everything  that  has  happened  up  to 
nov,  and  rsconalder  our  plons  onoo  moro.  ‘here  la  no  one  who 
Is  now  a  subject  who  has  tho  power  to  keep  control  over  the 
army  and  two  -'avy  and  to  refashion  a  plan.  Therefore,  I  believe 
that  at  this  time  no  other  way  but  to  havo  an  Imperial  .•rlnoe 
‘  come  forth  as  the  loader  of  tho  next  Cabinet.  I  bollevo,  to 
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begin  with,  that  among  the  Iraoorlal  ^'rincos,  Prince  HIGASHIKUNI  ( 

la  most  suitable  for  the  position,  iis  far  as  mysolf  am  con-  i 

corned,  it  is  very  hard  for  me  to  ask  the  Promior  to  resign, 

but  as  matters  now  have  come  to  pase,  can  not  help  but  do  so. 

I  should  like  to  bog  that  you  kindly  oxort  your  offorto  to  have- 

Ing  the  Jsimporor  ask  Prince  HIGASHIKUNI  to  become  the  noxt  Promior,  ; 

The  noxt  day,  the  15th,  I  went  to  the  Palace  and  reported  on 
dovalopmonts  since. the  last  time  that  I  had  been  there.  The 
Emperor  remarked:  ”lf  the  War  Minister  is  in  discord  with  the 
other  members  of  the  cabinet.  It  la  reasonable  for  the  .  Premier  to 

roplaco  him  by  some  other  oerson  who  will  agree  with  himself. 
Unfortunately,  however,  a  tradition  has  boon  established  that  the  j 

recommendation  of  the  War  Minister  should  be  in  the  hands  of  tho 
•Throo  Hoad  of  the  Army’  ,  making  it  very  difficult  for  tho  Promior 
to  choose  the  porwon  he  considers  fit  for  tho  post."  In  reply 

to  this,  I  said:  "In  tho  past  few  days  no  small  number  of  people 
have  visited  me  in  order  to  urge  me  to  dismiss  the  War  Minister 

and  to  act  up  to  my  own  conviction,  oomo  oven  suggested  that  in 

T  fail  to  find  a  person  suitable  for  tho  post,  I  myself  had 
case  1 

better  become  charge  d* affairs  for  tho  War  Department.  In  my 
opinion,  however,  such  a  step  would  end  in  confusion  and  do  no 

good  to  the  nation.  Last  night  1  received  a  message  from  TOJO, 
suggesting  that  Imperial  x’rinco  HIGASHIKUNI  ho  rocoramondod  as  tho 
head  of  the  coming  cabinet."  Thus  I  inquired  concerning  the  inner 
feelings  of  the  Lmooror.  Whereupon  tho  Emperor  said,  .Prince 
HIGASHIKUNI,  I  believe,  is  indeed  most  suited  to  his  position  a« 

Chief  of  the  General  Staff.  nd  I  believe  that  to  have  a  member 
of  the  Imperial  Family  stand  in  a  governmental  position  is  some¬ 
thing  that  requires  considerable  thought.  In  time  of  peace,  it 
would  be  all  right,  but  in  a  situation  in  which  we  fear  that  there 
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may  be  war,  and  when  wo  also  thinl:  further  of  the  intorosts  of  the  j 
Emperial  House,  I  the  ad/isebllity  of  a  member  of  ro-  | 

yalty  standing  forch’,  bi;t  It  did  not  seem  the.t  ho  vas  completely  I 

out  of  favor  with  the  idea.  Cn  the  way  home,  I  mot  Morquio  KIDO,  j 

the  Lord  Keeper  of  the  /rjvy  Fco.1,  nr.d  breached  the  matter  of  Prince  i 
HIOASHIKtJNI,  but  the  Lord  Keep*  r  s'.omod  not  at*  ull  to  rise  to  tho  | 

idea.  I 

I'he  same  night,  I  secretly,  visited  tho  residence  of  Princo 

HIOASHIKUHI,  reported  to  him  tno  opinions  of  TOJO,  the  .War  Mini¬ 
ster,  and  urged  him  to  come  forth.  But  the  Princo  said,  "the 
matter  is  too  important,  so  please  lot  me  thinlc  about  it  for  two 
or  three  days,”  On  the  morning  of  tho  next  d^iy,  tho  16th,  I 
spoke  over  tho  telephone  with  tho  Lord  Koopor  of  tho  Privy  Seal 

but  he  said,  "As  to  the  matter  of  tho  Princo,  thore  are  groat 
difficult ius  at  tho  Imperial  Court.”  But  the  situation  was  such 
that  it  did  not  allow  for  oven  a  single  day' s  delay.  Thus  from 
about  ton  o'clock  in  tho  morning,  I  had  each  Cabinet  morabor  come 
Individually  to  tho  Jaoanoso-stylo  room  of  my  official  rosidonoo, 
statod  tho  unavoidable  roasons  for  a  resignation,  obtained  thoir  '  i 

understanding,  and  in  tho  evening,  after  gathering  together  all  of 
thoir  lottors  of  resignation,  wont  to  tho  Palaco.  The  lottor 
of  roslgnation  of  t'-^e  Premier  at  that  time  was  as  follows. 

After  presenting  tho  resignation,  I  met  tho  Lord  Keeper  of 
tho  Privy  Seal,  whereupon  he  said,  "Tho  Emperor  will  not  appoint 
Princo  HIGASHIKUNI  as  tho  next  loador  of  the  Cabinet.  Tho  leader  I 

of  the  next  Cabinet  will  in  an^  cano  become  the  subject  of  con-  j 

t 

aultatlon  at  tho  mooting  of  tht)  senior  statesmen  tomorrow,  | 

! 

but  as  far  as  I  raysolf  am  concerned,  looking  j 
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back  on  the  cht-in  of  ovents  up  till  today,  I  fool  that  it  seoms 
peasonabla  that  the  command  to  form  tho  noxt  Cablnot  will 
foil  on  oither  the  ^'avy  or  War  .nlnistor.  as  to  which  la  better, 
the  or  War  Minister,  we  are  now  greatly  racking  our  brains 

over  it.  What  is  your  opinion?'*  thus,  I  was  asked  by  the 
Lord  Koopor  of  the  Privy  Seal,  so  I  said,  "From  the  point  of 
view  of  political  I  fool  that  it  is  a  cost  that  is  more  suitable 
to  the  War  Minister  than  to  the  navy  kinistor.  At  the  same  time 
the  situation  as  it  now  stands  is  such  that  the  War  Minister 
is  on  the  surface  opposed  to  tho  cent i mat ion  of  negotiation 
between  Jk)  an  and  itmericanj  but, Just  as  we  may  understand  from 
his  talk  of  two  or  three  days  ago,  he  even  states  that  as  long 
as  tho  opinion  of  tho  Navy  is  not  clear,  wo  ought  to  declare 

everything  insolvent  and  revise  our  plans,  so  X  think  that  oven  ,  ij 

» 

if  tho  Minister  of  ^-^ar  wore  to  receive  the  command  to  form  tho  j 

next  Cabinet,  he  would  not  plunge  ut:  imnedlately  into  war, 

Sspoolaliy  if  there  wore  a  few  words  to  this  offost  at  the 
tlmo  of  tha  command,  I  fool  that  the  War  Minister  will  take 
a  prudent  attitude  all  tho  more."  It  seemed  that  the  i^ord 
Keeper  of  the  Privy  Seal  also  was  of  the  same  opinion. 

-  s  -  I 
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I,  OGANE,  Masujiro,  who  occupy  the  post  of  Chief,  Uocu-  ’ 
ment  Division,  Office  of  the  Grand  Cliamberlain',  do  hereby  certify 
that  the  document  hereto  attached,  written  in  Japanese,  consist¬ 
ing  of  5  pages  and  entitled  "Excerpt  from  the  KONOYE  -iomoirs"  is 
a  true  and  accurate  copy  of  an  excerpt  from  a  document  in  the  cus¬ 
tody  of  the  Document  Division,  Office  of  Grand  Chamberlain. 
Certified  at  Tokyo, 
on  this  10th  day  of  December,  1946. 

/S/  OGANK,  Masujiro  (seal) 


I  hereby  certify  that  the  above  signature  and  seal  were 
affixed  hereto  in  the  presence  of  the  Witness. 

On  the  same  date. 

Jit  the  same  place. 

Witness:  MaTSUDAIRA,  Ya3umasa(3eal;) 
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